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Added value and the complexit ies of fully 
recognising lear ning outcomes and award ing 
joint  degrees in  an international cooperation 
sett ing.  I t wi ll feature d iscussions on 
overcoming administrat ive and legal barriers , 
a ligning academic standar ds, and enhancing the 
value and recognit ion of jo in t cert i ficat ions from 
an inst itut ional  and student point of  view

The INTERNATIONAL MASTER IN QUATERNARY 
AND PREHISTORY case:  2004 -2024
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• Accreditation of  a  QP course at  
each  inst itut ion  and recognit ion  of 
the equivalence of  a ll courses.

• Def in ition of  the c redit  ranges to 
be  earned in  each scient i fic ar ea

• Al l students are enrolled  in a ll  
partner inst itut ion  and the 
computer  system that  manages the  
careers is that of  UNIFE (ESSE3).

01

STUDENTS DO NOT STUDY AT ALL 
INSTITUTIO NS, BUT THEY 

RECEIVE A DI PLO MA SIGNED BY 
ALL INSTITUTIO NS

02 03

• Pr oposal  pr epared by the teach ing 
staf f  but then carried forward 
pr imari ly th rough exchanges 
between the  administrat ions.

THERE IS NO SINGLE, CLEAR 
PRO CEDURE FOR I SSUING A J OINT 

DEGREE ACROSS ALL 
INSTITUTIO NS/COUNTRIES. • The  dip lomas must 

be signed in original 
by  a ll  the rectors.

• I ssuance of  
'prov isional '  
ce rti f icates

THE PROCEDURE 
IS VERY LENGTH Y
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ACCREDITATION
• Accreditat ion at  the indiv idua l sites of  

the Mas ter 's in Quaternary  and 
Prehis to ry,  wi th ment ion o f i ts  joint 
nature and the fa ct  that the jo int  
diploma is iss ued by  UN IFE .

• Accreditat ion (ANVUR) of  the joint 
master 's program at  UNIFE (C oordinat ing 
ins ti tut io n)

• With the introduct io n o f UP D il iman in  
2024 as partner,  the joint pr ogra m is 
also  in  the pr ocess of  accreditat io n in  
the Phi l ippines . This i s to explore the 
potential  pos sibi l ity o f i ssuing  a jo int  
degree with them as  wel l .



JOINT DS “EVOLUTION”

STAGE  1

The courses attended were 
listed all together, 

regardless of the institution 
where they were 

completed.
The joint aspects could only 

be inferred from the 
general description of the 

master's program
STAGE  2

The courses were listed in 
groups, specifying the 
institution where they 

were validated.
The joint courses were not 

sufficiently highlighted.
STAGE  3

Addition of a specific 
section regarding the 

joint courses, with 
details on the 

involvement of faculty 
from all partner 

institutions.

How to communicate the joint nature of the course?



LEGAL BARRIERS

The apost i l le is  
requested especia lly  b y 

students f rom South 
America,  but  it  can only 
be issued at  th e po lice 

head quarters  in Ferra ra,  
because for the 

lega l izat ion of  the 
diploma s ignatur es,  a 

l ist of  authorized 
s ignator ies must be 

submitted  in advance.

I t  has not yet been 
possible to  pr oceed 

with the deposi t of  th e 
electr onic si gnatures o f 

the r ectors o f the 
partner u nivers it ies at  
UNIFE,  r esu lt ing in an 
extension o f  the time 

requir ed fo r the 
s ignature to be issued.

European stud en ts 
(when they do not  
cont inue to a PhD)  

sometimes a lso request  
a mult iple degree 

because some 
employers d o not  

recognize the added 
va lue of  a joint  degree

APOSTI LL A
DIGI TAL 

SI GNATURE

KNOW LEDGE  
ABOUT JOI NT 

DEGREES



THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION
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France

Luxembourg

Spain

Belgium

S3: Vaccinology and Humanities in Vaccines

S1: Immunology and Immunopathology

S2: Infectiology

S4: Master thesis

“Máster Universitario Erasmus Mundus 

en Educación Internacional en 
Vacunas”

“Master Biologie moléculaire et cellulaire 

parcours Leading International 
Vaccinology Education”

“Master of Leading International 

Vaccinology Education”



Positive Outcomes

1Enhanced Learning

Multidisciplinary, international experience, 

diverse skill set, advanced knowledge.1
Personal growth

Cultural Awareness, enhanced soft skills, 

confidence.3

Career Prospects

Global competitiveness, professional 

network, access to internship opportunities 

and projects.

2
Academic Achievements

Research opportunities, publication and 

presentation, recognition.4



• The jointness of the LIVE programme has played a crucial role in shaping my academic and professional journey. 

• The collaborative efforts and innovative approaches of the consortium have set a high standard for international 

education. 

• I encourage other institutions and students to embrace jointness for a richer, more collaborative educational experience.

Final Thoughts
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