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The Erasmus+
Call for proposals 

mechanism



Grants 

•Direct contribution to 
beneficiaries

•Finance actions to help 
achieve an objective

•Based on costs incurred/unit 
costs/lump sum

Erasmus+ funding mechanism 



Erasmus+ funding management

Centralised actions 
(CBHE, JMA, EMJM and 

EMDM, CBVET, EVE)

• European Education 
and Culture Executive 
Agency (EACEA)

Decentralised actions 
(ICM)

• Erasmus+ National 
Agencies in the 
countries associated to 
the programme



Role of EACEA

promoting the programme and 
opportunities

launching calls for proposals

selecting project proposals

contracting and monitoring projects

communicating on results



Call publication

November 
Year 1

Deadline for 
submission of 

project proposals

February/March 
Year 2

Selection of 
projects

July-Sept 
Year 2

Grant 
Agreements 

signature

Q3-4 Year 2

Calls for proposals (CfP) - An annual cycle…



Publication of the Calls for proposals

Funding & Tender Opportunities Portal (FTOP)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home


FTOP – find a Call for proposals



Call documents

The Erasmus+ 
Programme Guide 
| Erasmus+ 
(europa.eu)

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-programme-guide
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-programme-guide
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-programme-guide
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-programme-guide


The Erasmus+ Programme guide

Objectives and expected impact

Actions supported 

Priorities

Detailed information on participation

Funding rules

Where and when to apply



Admissibility 
criteria

Eligibility 
criteria

Exclusion 
criteria

Selection 
criteria

Award 
criteria

Criteria for participation



Respect of 
deadline

Format and way 
of submission

Completeness 
of application

Admissibility criteria



Eligibility criteria per action

Used to determine whether the applicant is 
allowed to participate in a call for proposals 
and to submit a proposal for an action

Criteria applied to applicants and activities 

Eligibility criteria



An applicant will be excluded from participating in 
calls for proposals if it is found to be in one of the 
exclusion situations in articles 136-141 of the 
Financial Regulation

Exclusion criteria

Bankrupt, fraud, corruption, money laundering, terrorism, etc.



(know-how, 
qualifications and 
resources…)

Operational 
capacity

(sufficient sources of 
funding to maintain its 
activity)

Financial 
capacity

Selection criteria



•Management
•Partnership 
composition

•Tasks 
•Collaboration
•Commitment 

•Exploitation
•Dissemination
•Impact
•Sustainability 

•Coherence
•Methodology
•Work plan
•Budget
•Quality control

•Needs analysis
•Purpose
•Objectives
•EU added value

Relevance of 
the project

Quality of the 
project design 

and 
implementation

Quality of the 
partnership and 
the cooperation 
arrangements

Sustainability, 
impact and 

dissemination 
of the expected 

results

Award criteria



Budget

Lump sum
Unit costs



Amount of the lump sum

1) Fixed in the call 
for proposals

2) Defined per 
project

Lump sum

Beneficiaries report on the progress of the project (e.g. deliverables, 
milestones, outputs/outcomes, risks, indicators). Lump sum project 
funding removes obligations on actual cost reporting.

All I need to know about Lump Sum Pilots - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=VTSy8T2_yHg


• Apply directy on the Funding & tender opportunities portal (FTOP)

How to apply?

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home


FTOP – electronic submission

Get an EU 
Login 

account 

Get a PIC 
number 

(Participant 
Register)

Launch 
Submission 

wizard 

Pre-register 
your draft 
proposal 

List 
participants, 

contact 
persons 

Fill in 
Administra-tiv
e Forms (Part 

A)

Upload 
Technical 

Description 
(Part B) 

Submit your 
proposal 

Acknowledge-
ment of 
receipt

Proposal submission - User manual.pdf (europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/support/sep_usermanual.pdf


FTOP – registration of organisation

A valid EU 
login account PIC number



FTOP – Online Manual
Online Manual - Online Manual - Funding Tenders Opportunities (europa.eu)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/display/OM/Online+Manual


• Online Manual - Online Manual - Funding Tenders Opportunities (europa.eu)

• User Guide of the Submission System

• Presentation on how to find and apply for funding opportunities

• Webinar session: The Funding & tenders Portal for beginners (27 May 2021) 
(europa.eu)

• FTOP – IT How to

• Frequently Asked Questions on FTOP

• FTOP Glossary

• Find partners

FTOP – useful links

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/display/OM/Online+Manual
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/support/sep_usermanual.pdf
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/grants/how-get-grant_en
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event210527.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event210527.htm
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/display/IT/IT+How+to
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/faq;type=0,1;categories=;programme=null;keyword=;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;period=null;status=0,1;sortQuery=relevance;faqListKey=faqSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/glossary
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/display/IT/Find+partners#Findpartners-PublishingyourPartnerSearch


Proposals 
evaluation against 

all criteria
Final decision Notification of 

results
Signing Grants 

Agreements

Start of project 
activities

Payment of 
pre-financing(s)

Continuous 
monitoring

Final report and 
balance payment

What happens once the application is 
submitted?



EACEA website 
How to get a grant (europa.eu)
• How to find and apply for funding opportunities – 
presentation

• Video: the Funding & Tender Opportunities 
Portal for beginners

Information sessions
With presentations on How to submit a 
proposal per action
Events (europa.eu)

Get Support
Functional mailbox for questions from 
applicants 

Topic related FAQ
FAQ per action to be found in the 
FTOP specific Call

Support to applicants – Role of EACEA

https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/grants/how-get-grant_en
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event210527.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event210527.htm
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events_en

